
P.I.O. 91/2015 - 1.000
ISBN 978-9963-50-326-1
Published by the Press and Information Office, Republic of Cyprus
(in cooperation with the Association of Cypriot Archaeologists)
www.pio.gov.cy





Editing: Miltos Miltiadou
 Maria Georgiou
 Andreas Lyritsas

Photos: Christos Avraamides

Printed by: Zavallis Litho Ltd

LinaM
Typewritten Text

LinaM
Typewritten Text



Fifth Edition

Nicosia, 2015





Muslim Places of Worship seeks to present a brief historical illustration of the places of worship of Islam 
in Cyprus. It also sheds light on the persistent and continuous efforts of the government of Cyprus to protect 
these monuments through restoration and maintenance in order to keep them ready for the performance of 
religious services and prayers.

The present volume highlights the reality of peaceful coexistence that prevailed for centuries between the 
Christian Greek and Muslim Turkish ethnic communities. It shows the extent of integration and interaction 
between these communities in a unique coexistence that has come to be recognised as the salient 
characteristic of the culture of Cyprus during various historical stages and which is reflected in the main 
features of these old monuments.

The book provides ample information regarding the extensive and expensive repair and maintenance projects 
for Islamic cultural monuments. Such projects are undertaken within the context of a special government 
program designed to restore, protect and maintain the Islamic cultural heritage on the island.

It should be emphasised, as indicated in the book itself, that the government of Cyprus considers the  
Islamic monuments of the island to be an integral part of the vast cultural heritage of the country. This 
position is consistent with the recognition of the multicultural nature of the society in Cyprus and with the 
deep commitment to the principle of freedom of religion. Accordingly, the government has declared seventeen 
Islamic monuments (located in Nicosia, Limassol, Larnaka and Pafos) as ancient monuments and added them, 
along with many other religious and cultural monuments, to the list of significant monuments that are part 
of the rich civilisation and cultural heritage of the island. The protection and preservation of these specially 
designated religious and cultural monuments is now the responsibility of the Cyprus Antiquities Department.

The government of Cyprus also cooperates with the United Nations to repair some of these monuments of 
worship. Included among these cooperative projects is the impressive Mosque of Hala Sultan located just 
outside the city of Larnaka. Since 2012, European Union funds of €6.7 million have been provided by the 
European Commission to implement the programme of the bi-communal Technical Committee on Cultural 
Heritage in Cyprus for the preservation of the island-wide cultural heritage, within the framework of UNDP’s 
(United Nations Development Programme) assistance.

The Islamic monuments in Cyprus form a rich and important subject for researchers and scholars, particularly 
Muslim scholars specialising in the field of Islamic archeological monuments. Those interested in studying 
monuments that blend together expressions of different civilisations, cultures and architecture, with their 
beauty and artistic features revealed through this intermixture, may also find here a rewarding field of study. 
This intermarriage of cultures, civilisations and architectural modes is not evident only to experts in the field 
but can be easily seen throughout the island by the naked eye.

Given their intrinsic aesthetic and artistic value, the renovation of these Islamic sites can serve as an incentive 
for encouraging and reinvigorating religious tourism to several areas on the island. This in turn could augment 
rapprochement among peoples, enhance cultural exchanges, reactivate dialogue and strengthen peaceful 
interaction among civilisations and peoples. It also helps to counter ideas inviting the so-called clash of 
civilisations.

Foreword
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Muslim Places of Worship also draws attention to the understanding, on the part of the government of Cyprus, 
of the importance of the cultural wealth enjoyed by the island; an understanding that has led to the policy of 
renovating and preserving mosques and other shrines and places of worship. Within this context, it is worth 
noting that several mosques in various parts of the free, government-controlled areas of Cyprus have recently 
been reconditioned and reopened for worshippers. Prayers are held in these mosques, thereby fulfilling the 
spiritual needs of Turkish Cypriots and other Muslims residing in Cyprus or visiting the country from the Middle 
East, Southeast Asia and elsewhere.

A vivid testimony attesting to the freedom of religion and multiculturalism in Cyprus is the Muezzin’s call 
to prayer that is heard throughout the capital city of Nicosia. This call at times blends harmoniously with 
the chimes of church bells into a beautiful and soothing sound that serves as a reminder of the religious  
harmony that prevails throughout Cyprus. It recalls the ability of the people, irrespective of religious 
background, thought or creed, to coexist peacefully and live together and alongside each other.

The visits in recent years by successive Presidents of Cyprus (Tassos Papadopoulos in May 2006 and Demetris 
Christofias in April 2009) to His Eminence the Grand Imam of Al Azhar Dr Mohammed Sayyed Tantawi, in  
Cairo, are indicative of the great respect shown by the government of Cyprus for the religious symbols of Islam. 
In the same spirit was also the meeting between His Beatitude the Archbishop of Cyprus Chrysostomos II and 
the Grand Imam of Al Azhar that took place in the Egyptian capital in July 2007. Further proof of such respect 
was expressed through the meeting in February 2007 between the Archbishop of Cyprus and His Eminence 
Ahmed Yionlouer, the Mufti of the Turkish Cypriot community, as well as through the historic meeting in 
September 2015 of President Anastasiades and Turkish Cypriot leader Mustafa Akinci with the religious 
leaders of the island. It is also noted that several more meetings have taken place in recent years between 
Archbishop Chrysostomos and the Mufti of the Turkish Cypriot community Dr Talip Atalay as part of an effort 
to promote interreligious dialogue in Cyprus.

Such meetings are positive steps in reinvigorating an atmosphere of confidence between the two communities 
of Cyprus, which in turn can help to facilitate the path towards the achievement of a peaceful, acceptable 
solution of the Cyprus issue, through the reunification of the island.

The following point should be emphasised: Finding a solution that reunifies the island of Cyprus, its people, 
its territory, its economy and society, is a hope entertained by all those, in Cyprus and elsewhere, who 
are sincerely dedicated to the cause of peace. Positive steps and prospects of initiatives for confidence  
building measures may therefore nourish the hope to utilise every opportunity to achieve a mutually 
acceptable, peaceful settlement for the benefit of all the people of Cyprus.

Given the prevailing conditions in the region and developments in the international arena, no promising 
opportunity should be lost. The people of Cyprus should not wait any longer to enjoy permanent peace and 
stability in their beautiful, multicultural island where major civilisations and regions blend harmoniously as it 
is evident by the Muslim places of worship shown in the present volume.

Dr Tarek Radwan
Professor, AI-Azhar University
Cairo, Egypt
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Restoration of mosque at 
Denia village 

Conservation work at the 
mosque in Denia village, 
Nicosia district, was completed 
in early December 2014 
and a ceremony celebrating 
its restoration took place 
which was attended by Greek 
Cypriots and several Turkish 
Cypriots. Work at the mosque 
began in 2012 and following 
the completion of emergency 
measures in April 2013, 
upon request of the Technical 
Committee on Cultural Heritage 
for complete restoration of 
the mosque, further works 
were implemented to provide 
the mosque with a roof, 
hence ensuring a longer-term 
preservation of the monument 
as well as its possible reuse.

Conser va t ion  work  was 
implemented by the United 
N a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o g r a m m e  ( U N D P )  i n 
cooperation with UNDP-PFF 
(United Nations Development 
Programme- Partnership for 
the Future), was fully funded by 
the EU and its cost amounted 
to €123,667, including works, 
design and a new roof. 

In his address at the ceremony, 
on 5 December 2014, Greek 
Cypriot co-chairman of the 
Technical Committee, Mr Takis 
Hadzidemetriou, said “a new 
message emerges from the 
churches and the mosques 
that we restore, a message 
for the Cyprus of tomorrow, in 
which priests and imams along 
with common people, Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots alike, 
will walk along the pathway of 
peace”.
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Turkish Cypriot co-chairman of 
the Technical Committee, Mr 
Ali Tuncay, said this was the 
first time in almost 50 years 
that the mosque was opened 
and he was happy to see it 
reach this stage. 

M r s  T i z i a n a  Z e n n a r o , 
Programme Manager of the 
UNDP-PFF said that in the 
beginning, the works carried 
out were emergency but 
as they continued and with 
the collapse of the walls, it 
was decided that the whole 
structure was strengthened. 
This  project  shows how 
cultural cooperation can be 
the cornerstone for a better 
future, she added.

Imam Mustafa Samile, who 
attended the ceremony on 
behalf of EVKAF, stated that 
“we are all brothers and this 
is part of our brotherhood”. He 
said he was very happy to be at 
the mosque, adding that “it is 
the best feeling to be here and 
pray after 50 years”.

Inside the mosque Turkish 
Cypriots placed the Koran in 
different languages, as well as 
pictures with excerpts from the 
Koran. They also placed three 
prayer rugs on the floor. The 
mosque’s outdoor area was 
also restored, a pavement was 
constructed and olive trees, 
pine trees and flowers were 
planted. Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot volunteers worked 
throughout the project. 
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Conservation works of 
Evretou Mosque 

The completion of conservation 
works of the Evretou Mosque 
was celebrated during a 
special ceremony on 1st 

March 2015 in the presence 
of several Greek Cypriots as 
well as tens of Turkish Cypriots 
former residents of the village.

Evretou Mosque was built 
at the beginning of the XX 
century on the main road of 
the small village of Evretou, 
which is located in the Paphos 
district. The mosque has been 
selected as part of the priority 
intervention emergency projects 
of the Technical Committee on 
Cultural Heritage.

Conservation works focused 
on the cleaning of the site 
including the removal of 
vegetation, the excavation for 
the purposes of natural 
drainage as well as on the 
prevention of further erosion 
of the external stonewall, on 
the repair of windows and the 
entire reconstruction of the 
roof.
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The project also included 
repairs to internal and external 
walls, as well as the rebuilding 
and sealing of joints, flooring 
and painting of the internal 
wooden roof. The total cost of 
the project was €136,000 and 
it was fully funded by the EU.

The Greek Cypriot co-chairman 
of the Technical Committee 
on Cultural Heritage Takis 
Hadjidemetriou said that this 
as well as other similar projects 
demonstrate that there is a 
prospect for the future not only 
for the village of Evretou, but 
for Cyprus as a whole.

On his part the Turkish Cypriot 
co-chairman of the Technical 
C o m m i t t e e  A l i  Tu n c a y 
expressed his happiness that 
the Committee was able 
to conserve the religious 
monument after 40 years. It is 
very important for us because 
the people who lived here had 
beautiful memories from this 
region, he pointed out.
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